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[bookmark: _GoBack]In Europe, or The Infinite Task, Rodolphe Gasché raises a question that has become all the more important in the wake of the Greek debt crisis, on the one hand, and the European refuge crisis, on the other: “what conception of Europe should one put forth in seeking solutions to [the] concrete difficulties [of European unification]?” From Jürgen Habermas to the Twitter users who expressed their outrage through the “ThisIsACoup” hashtag, critics of the Greek bailout have argued that the concept of Europe that has emerged from the crisis is nondemocratic and beholden to finance capital. At the same time, Nils Muiznieks, the Council of Europe commissioner for human rights, has warned that European Union member states are succumbing to the rhetoric of “invasion” and militarizing their borders against refugees. In light of this conjuncture, it is more urgent than ever to insist that another Europe is possible—an Other Europe whose “infinite task,” as Gasché defines it, is to engage the Other of Europe, both within and without Europe’s borders. 

In this talk, I read the film Children of Men as an allegory of the Other of Europe/ an Other Europe. Directed by Alfonso Cuarón, a Mexican immigrant living in London, Children of Men depicts a bleak future in which global infertility has caused the collapse of all governments except that of England, which has become a brutal anti-refugee police state. One the one hand, I argue that the film showcases how contemporary science fiction has become the “realism of the present”: Cuarón’s film powerfully captures the already existing anti-refugee and anti-immigrant politics of the European core states and of North America. On the other hand, I argue that Children of Men’s portrayal of the fictional refugee camp Bexhill, which imprisons a motley assortment of rebellious German, French, African, Arab, and Asian refugees, offers a powerful figuration of an Other Europe—a Europe of radical solidarity and hospitality to the other.  
